
CDP IMMIGRATION DATA PORTAL

Accessing data using the  
Beyond 20/20 data tool

A step-by-step guide

BEYOND 20/20 PROFESSIONAL BROWSER   
The Community Data Program uses Beyond 20/20 Professional browser for viewing and 

organizing large sets of data. Beyond 20/20 is a tool for setting up multi-dimensional tables 

in the configuration appropriate for your analysis. Once the table is set up, you can copy it 

to Excel or another analysis program of your choice. Most tables in the CDP catalogue are 

in the .ivt format, so you need Beyond 20/20 Professional Browser to open the tables. This 

software can be downloaded for free on the CDP website or directly from Statistics Canada. 

Beyond 20/20 is Windows compatible only.

Follow the steps to download the Beyond 20/20 Professional Browser and access and view 

data tables to meet your research needs. 
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1  Log in to the immigration data portal

• Go to the CDP website at https://communitydata.ca

• Select My Account from the header. 

 Note that your account can be accessed from any page on the CDP website.

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool

• Log in to Immigration Data Portal
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2  Download the software tool Beyond 20/20 to access data products

Beyond 20/20 Professional Browser allows you to manipulate the data so that you 

can compare specific variables you are interested in. The data can then be exported 

into different formats, like an excel spreadsheet or .csv file.

• From the CDP home page, click on Resources in the header  

 (https://communitydata.ca/resources). 

• From the drop-down menu click on How to find and use our data  

 (https://communitydata.ca/resources/how-to-use).  

• In the How to Find and Use Our Data page click on Tools for using the Data  

 (https://communitydata.ca/resources/how-to-use)

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool



4

2  Download the software tool Beyond 20/20 to access data products

• In the Tools for Using the Data page click on Download the Beyond 20/20  

 Professional Browser (https://communitydata.ca/dataandcatalogueresources)

• Click on Open file to download Beyond 20/20 Professional Browser 

Beyond 20/20 Resources on the CDP Website

• Guide to Using Community Data - Part I - Beyond 20/20  

 (https://communitydata.ca/sites/default/files/ccednet-cdp_guide-3.1-pt1_b2020.pdf)

• Orientation on Using the CDP catalogue and Beyond 20/20 Webinar  

 (Beyond 20/20 demonstration starts ~30 minutes in) 

 https://communitydata.ca/resources/webinars/orientation-aug-16

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool
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3  Accessing the immigration data portal catalogue

• After logging in and downloading of software data tool Beyond 20/20, the user is  

 ready to access and view the data by browsing the catalogue on the Immigration  

 Data Portal page by going to CDP’s Home Page (https://communitydata.ca).

• To access the Data Catalogue in the Immigration Data Portal, please click on 

 available here as highlighted in the image below  

 (https://communitydata.ca/resources/immigration-data-portal)

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool
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VIEW AND ACCESS DATA PRODUCTS FROM THE CATALOGUE  
Data products in CDP covers several topic areas such as Demographics, Identify, Housing, 

Income, Finances, Work, Education and Health. To view the topic areas, click on the link:  

CDP Data Index

1  Select and click on data product (https://communitydata.ca/idp-data) you are interested  

 in viewing the details.

The image below highlights details of the data product. The data page provides  

specific details about the data product that includes Data provider, Product Group, Data 

Description, Data Dimensions, Geographies, Variable Terms and Date data released. 

Note: It is recommended that you review metadata as they sometimes contain valuable 

information about using data. 

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool
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• Click on Add to cart to access the data https://communitydata.ca/content/ 

	 longitudinal-immigration-database-table-5-imdb-immigrant-taxfiler- 

	 income-knowledge-official

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool
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• Click on Checkout to access the data as in the image below  

 (https://communitydata.ca/cart)

• Click on Submit order to access the data as shown in the image below  

 (https://communitydata.ca/cart/checkout)

• Click on the Filename to access the data as shown in the image below 

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool
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• Click on Open file to access the data as shown in the image below

• Click on file to access the data using Beyond 20/20 Profession Browser as shown  

 in the image below

• View data using Beyond 20/20 Profession Browser. You can manipulate and  

 interpret the data by dragging different dimensions to view and access your data needs.

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool
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HOW TO SELECT AND INTERPRET DATA PRODUCTS 
The Immigration Data Portal has over 50 data products related to the immigrant population. 

Data tables and Tableau dashboards/infographics are available using data from the 2016 

Census and the Longitudinal Immigration Database. The CDP should receive data from the 

2021 Census in early 2023 and data from IRCC should be available by summer 2022

. 

Users can begin their search by reading the titles of tables in the Immigration Data Portal to 

determine whether a table has data appropriate to their needs.

If a table appears to be of interest, the user can click on the table title to view the catalogue 

entry. The Description and Notes contain valuable information about the table.  The  

Dimensions section lists all data dimensions contained in a table. 

Data table Dimensions 

A data table dimension is a list of related variables that can be cross-tabulated with the other 

dimensions in the table. Census tables typically list the table’s dimensions in their title.   

Consider the following table:

Labour Force Status (8), Highest Certificate, Diploma or Degree (15), Age Groups (13), Admission 

Category and Applicant Type (8) and Period of Immigration (13), for the Population Aged 15 Years 

and Over in Private Households of Canada, 2016 Census

The following dimensions are contained in this table:

• Labour force status (8)

• Highest certificate, diploma or degree (15)

• Age groups (13)

• Admission category and applicant type (8)

• Immigrant status and period of immigration (13)

The bracketed number indicates the number of variables contained in the dimension. Users 

can click on the dimension names in the catalogue entry to view the specific variables it contains.  

For example, Admission category and applicant type (8) contains the following variables:

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool



11

• Total - Admission category and applicant type

• Admission category - not applicable

• Economic immigrants

• Principal applicants

• Secondary applicants

• Immigrants sponsored by family

• Refugees

• Other immigrants

Tips for Selecting Data Tables

• Dimensions that have a mix of more than one dimension are typically entitled “Selected…. 

 characteristics” with a broad description of the variables.  Users should open the  

 catalogue entry and click on this dimension if it appears that it may contain variables  

 of interest. In several tables, the immigrant-population-related variables are contained  

 in the “Selected…..characteristics” dimension. 

• Target Group Profiles contain variables from the Census Profile, which summarizes much  

 of the questions asked in the Census. Each Target Group Profile contains a section of  

 variables related to the immigrant population. For example, the Target group profile of  

 population by main mode of commuting to work lets users cross-tabulate commuting  

 mode by immigrant status and period of immigration. 

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool
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• Many LIP service areas are based on a municipality (Census Subdivision) or a county/ 

 region (Census Division).  Data for LIPs that are comprised of multiple Census Divisions  

 or Census Subdivisions can be found in the Custom Geography tables. Select  

 Custom geos when choosing the appropriate geographic level.

• If the LIP service area is defined by a single municipality (CSD) or county/region (CD),  

 then select CD – CSD as the geography.

• Contact the CDP team at information@communitydata.ca if you are having difficulty  

 finding a data table.

RESOURCES FOR FINDING DATA ON THE CATALOGUE
• How to find data in the catalogue  |  Video 

 https://communitydata.ca/resources/how-to-use/how-to-videos

• Guide to using Community Data  |  Part 2  |  Microsoft Excel

 https://communitydata.ca/sites/default/files/ccsd-cdp_guide-3-1_pt-2_excel.pdf

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool
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COMMUNITY DATA PROGRAM   |   ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  
The CDP resources page provides valuable data resources as highlighted in the image below.  

(https://communitydata.ca/resources/webinars)

REQUEST FOR HELP 
You can request help by contacting CDP at information@communitydata.ca. CDP will answer 

your questions about the data or the Immigration Data Portal. 

Accessing data using the Beyond 20/20 data tool


